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HUMAN JUMPER CABLE

ne little light. That's all

it took to render our car

totally unusable! The
little light in the rear of our
vehicle was left on one night
after we unloaded some
things, and it stayed on for
several days while we were
gone.

When we got back, everything
in that car said, "I'm not
starting,” because that one
little light totally drained our
battery, of course. But then
came the hero - our friend in
his pick-up truck with his
trusty jumper cables. And
those cables delivered the
energy that our flat old battery
needed to run again!

What does it take to get a
drained and tired battery going
again? A jolt from jumper
cables that infuses the energy
needed to revive it. And what
does it take to get a drained
and tired person going again?
Human jumper cables that
deliver new energy to revive
them.

I'm guessing that you know
someone right now who is
pretty depleted - emotionally,
mentally,

maybe spiritually,

even physically. When they
turn the key, not much is
happening because their bat-
tles, their responsibilities have
left them unable to get going
again.

That's why God has given us
each other. To be jumper
cables for each other when we
sense that someone we know
is pretty run down. If you keep
your eyes open, you'll see
someone in need of an emotio-
nal and spiritual "jump" almost
every day of your life.

There's awonderful example of
this in 2 Timothy 1:16-17. This
is the last letter Paul wrote. He
was away from most of his
friends, locked up in prison in
Rome, and he knew that he
might not leave that prison
alive. Then along comes an
unsung hero named Onesi-
phorus. He is God's jumper
cables to help the great apostle
find the energy to go on.

Listen to Paul's testimony and
think about how you can be
this for someone you know:
"May the Lord grant [His]
mercy to the family of Onesi-
phorus, for he often showed
me kindness and ministered to

my needs [comforting and
reviving and bracing me like
fresh air]! He was not ashamed
of my chains and imprison-
ment [for Christ's sake]. No,
rather when he reached Rome,
he searched diligently and
eagerly for me and found me."

When you're one of God's jump
starters, you wake up in the
morning and say, "Lord, show
me who needs me today."” Then
you look for, even go out of
your way if necessary, to call
that person who needs encou-
ragement, to write to them,
e-mail them, or visit them. It's
almost always a sacrifice to do
that because of all the things
you have to do. But you may
have nothing more important
to do than this extension of
Jesus' love to someone who is
really depleted.

Your joy can jump-start their
joy. Your praying in faith can
jump-start their faith. Your
affirmation of their value and
their significance can jump-
start them into believing in
themselves again! Your remin-
der of their worth to God may

just be the spiritual jolt they
need to get going again.

You may say, "Yes, but | need
someone to jump-start me!"
You think about your own
burdens, problems, and fee-
lings.

The greatest way to get out of
your pit is to reach out and
help someone else get out of
theirs: "He who refreshes
others will himself be
refreshed” (Proverbs 11:25).

You have what someone needs
today to get started again.
Don't just cruise on by, obli-
vious to the needs right in
front of you.

"Lord, show me who needs me
today. Show me who needs my
smile, my word of encou-
ragement, my ear, my prayer,
my understanding, my love."
That's the prayer that will make
you the conduit to deliver the
resources of God to someone
who really can't go on without
them.

YOU ARE GOD'S JUMPER
CABLES!
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By Siloam het My Oe Oopgegaan

goeie konings het God gedien en die volk

opgeroep om Hom (Yahweh) alleen te dien tussen
al die afgode van die heidene. Dan het die volk
gefloreer en het dit met hulle goed gegaan.

In Juda was daar goeie en slegte konings. Die

Hiskia was so 'n Godvresende koning wat in
ongeveer 715 v.C. aan bewind gekom het; 'n begaaf-
de skrywer en digter wat navorsing gedoen het
m.b.t. die letterkunde van sy tyd. 'n Wyse man wat sy
lewe gegrond het in die diens van God, en die volk
gelei het om dit ook te doen. Daarby het hy vele
hervormings gedoen op geestelike en op praktiese
gebied. Hy het die hoogtes (offeraltare) van die
heidense afgode afgebreek en Yahweh se Naam
asook 'n teokratiese regering in die land gevestig.
Hy het die land opgebou op alle vilakke en gebiede.

So het Hiskia die Siloam-tonnel gebou waarmee hy
die water met ondergrondse tonnels van die
buitewyke van die stad tot binne-in die stad herlei
het. [Argeoloé het inderdaad met opgrawings en
navorsing gevind soos dit in die Bybel beskryf
word]. Die groot geheim was om die waterfontein
Gihon buite die stad toe te stop sodat die heidene nie
die gebruik daarvan kon benut wanneer hulle Juda
kom aanval het nie. Hy het dit bewerkstellig deur
gebruik te maak van die ondergrondse tonnels. Die
een groot tonnel was ongeveer 500 meter lank en
ongeveer 50 meter onder die grond. Vandag bestaan
die tonnel van Gihon nog, en word genoem die
Badwater van Siléam (Joh. 9:7).

In 1880 is vir die eerste keer 'n inskripsie in die kant
van die tonnel opgemerk. Uit die inskripsie blyk dit
dat die werksmense van weerskante begin het om
met hamers en beitels in die rots te grawe, en dat
hulle ondergronds ontmoet het, en dit, ongeveer 50
meter diep. 'n Pragtige stuk ingenieurswerk wat
ongeveer 500 meter ver gestrek het! [Lees Hiskia se
geskiedenis in 2 Konings en 2 Kronieke, asook in
Jesaja - hierdie koning was 'n magtige instrument in
die Hand van God wat al sy gawes en talente in Sy
Hand oorgegee het. Ja, hy was ook nie foutloos nie,
maar wie is? 'n Man van gebed, en hy het met God
gewandel. Gegee Hiskia se voorbeeld, waar staan ek
en jy in 6ns verhouding tot God? Waar staan die
wéreldregerings in verhouding tot God? En alle
mense in leiersposisies? Daarom moet ons vir hulle
ook bid!]

Deur die eeue heen is die Bad van Siléam gebruik vir
drinkwater en algemene gebruik, asook vir gods-
dienstige rituele. Per geleentheid gaan Jesus hier
verby en sien 'n man wat van geboorte af blind was.
En hier begin hierdie verhaal se aanloop tot 'n
geweldige geestelike belewenis wat tot vandag toe
nog geld vir elke mens wat na God toe kom. Hiskia se
hervormings het nou ook 6ns hervormings geword!
Dit is wat God met 'n man kan doen wat volkome in
Sy Hand oorgegee is!

In Joh. 9:1-41 lees ons die verhaal, werklike gebeure,
van Jesus wat ‘n blinde man genees. Jesus het
verbygegaan en die man raakgesien waar hy sit en
bedel. Die dissipels vra toe vir Hom: “Het hierdie
man gesondig, of sy ouers, dat hy blind gebore is?”
Dikwels vra mense uit onkunde en verkeerde
opvattings hierdie vraag. Dié vraag is gelaai met
ongeloof, veroordeling, kritiek, of bloot net onkunde
omdat hulle God nie ken nie, en ook nie Sy karakter
nie.

Toe antwoord Jesus: “Hy het nie gesondig nie, en sy
ouers ook nie; maar die werke van God moet in hom
geopenbaar word.” Wat behels die omvang van God
se werke? Hierin 1é baie meer in opgesluit as wat
opsigtelik gesien kan word. Maar Jesus lei hulle
aldeur om die grootste wonderwerk te aanskou,
want die werke (meervoud) gaan oor meer as net één

werk, nl. om die blinde oé te open. Dan sé
Jesus: “Ek moet die werke (meervoud)
doen van Hom wat My gestuur het, so lank
as dit dag is; die nag kom wanneer
niemand kan werk nie. So lank as Ek in die
wéreldis, is Ek die lig van die wéreld.”

Sé ons nie, wanneer ons 'n blink plan kry
nie: “Daar gaan vir my 'n lig op!” Nou sé
Jesus: “Ek die lig van die wéreld.” Dan
maak Jesus klei van Sy spoeg en grond en
sé: “Gaan was jou in die badwater Siléam,
wat vertaal word: Uitgestuur. En hy het
gegaan en hom gewas; en hy het siende
teruggekom.” Siléam beteken “Uitge-
stuur” en dit is s6 genoem na aanleiding
van die water wat Hiskia uitgestuur het van
die fontein Gihon af na die stad toe.

Maar daar kom nou 'n huwe dimensie en
toepassing na vore: Jesus stuur hom uit na
die Bad van Siléam met 'n opdrag wat hy
stiptelik moet gaan uitvoer. As hy
ongehoorsaam was, sou hy nie sy
genesing gekry het nie, en ook die
ewigheid misgeloop het. Maar, hy hét
gegaan, hom gewas, en siende terug-
gekom!

Nou wag daar 'n strydgesprek met hom
tussen die gewone mense, die Fariseérs,
en sy ouers. Want hierdie handeling en
genesing betrek hulle ook. Dan lees ons:
“Weer sé hulle vir die blinde man: Jy, wat sé
Jy van Hom, aangesien Hy jou oé geopen
het? En hy antwoord: Hy is ‘n profeet.”
Lees fyn: Hy sé nie die Profeet (Of die
Messias) nie, maar 'n profeet. Hy handel in
ooreenstemming met sy gebrekkige insig.
Jesus se antwoord op die vraag van
Johannes die Doper: “Is U die Een wat sou
kom, of moet ons 'n ander een verwag?”
vind ons in Jes. 35. Daar lees ons van die
kentekens van Jesus as Messias. In Siléam
het die blinde se fisiese o€ in die eerste
plek oopgegaan. Hy het egter ook gees-
telike insig verkry en toe verstaan Wie
Jesus regtig is. Hulle het hom toe uit die
sinagoge uitgeban omdat hy Jesus bely
het!

Ons lees: “Jesus het gehoor dat hulle hom
uitgeban het; en toe Hy hom kry, sé Hy vir
hom: Glo jy in die Seun van God? Hy
antwoord en sé: Wie is Hy, Here, dat ek in

Hom kan glo? En Jesus sé vir hom: Jy het
Hom gesien; en Hy wat met jou spreek, dit
is Hy. Toe sé hy: Ek glo, Here! En hy het

Hom aanbid.” ‘Aanbid’ in Hebreeus =
shachah en Grieks = proskune6é dra
dieselfde begrip in die Ou en Nuwe
Testament oor (Vgl. bv. Gen. 22:5 en Heb.
1:6). Die Griekse en Hebreeuse woord vir
“aanbid” het 'n wye betekenis wat t.o.v.
enige hooggeplaasde gebruik kan word
om eerbied en respek te betoon. Maar
wanneer hierdie aanbidding tot God gerig
is, kan dit ook beteken om voor Hom neer
te val op my aangesig of op my knieé en
Hoém te aanbid! Nie alleen met my lippe nie,
maar met my hele wese in verootmoedi-
ging. Met my verstand, emosie en my wil,
as ondergeskikte voor die Almagtige God.
In Heb.1:6 lees ons, “En al die engele van
God moet Hom (Jesus) aanbid (prosku-
neod).” Dan gaan die skrywer voort in vs. 8
met God se Woord oor Sy Seun: “U troon, o
God, is totin alle ewigheid...”

En die jongman het Jesus aanbid! Hier
gaan ook sy geestelike oé oop! Hy ken en
aanvaar Jesus as die Messias en komende
Koning, ook die Koning van sy lewe! En hy
erken Jesus as sy Persoonlike Saligmaker!
Hy erken ook Jesus se Godheid soos die
engele in die verduideliking hierbo. Nou is
Hy die Profeet wat sou kom! Nou sé Jesus
vir die Skrifgeleerdes en Fariseérs (die wat
nie wil glo nie): “Tot ‘n oordeel het Ek in
hierdie wéreld gekom, sodat die wat nie
sien nie, mag sien, en die wat sien, blind
mag word. En dié van die Fariseérs wat by
Hom was, het dit gehoor en vir Hom gesé:
Is ons dan ook blind? Jesus antwoord
hulle: As julle blind was, sou julle geen
sonde hé nie; maar nou sé julle: ‘Ons sien!’
Daarom bly julle sonde.”

Het jy al by jou Siléam uitgekom? Het jy al
Jesus aangeneem en Hom bely as jou
Persoonlike Saligmaker? Het jou oé al oop-
gegaan? Het jy Hom al aanbid en sy
Godheid erken soos die jongman hierbo?
Het Hy jou dalk ook uiterlik én innerlik
genees? Val voor Hom neer en vra Hom
vandag nog om jou ook innerlik te genees
envraHom om in jou hart te kom woon! Hy
het ook vir jou gesterf!

©Dr. J J Venter
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A O KA DIRELA
BARENA BA BABEDI?

(Can you serve two masters?)

DITEMANA

“Ga go motlhanka ope yo o ka
direlang barena ba le babedi;
gonne o tla tthoa yo mongwe,
mme a rate yo mongwe;
gongwe o tla ngaparela yo
mongwe, mme a nyatse yo
mongwe. Ga lo ka ke Iwa direla
Modimo le Mamone” (Luka
16:13).

“Jesu a mo araba a re: ‘Go
kwadilwe ga twe: Obamela
Morena, Modimo wa gago, o
direle ena a le esi fela’” (Luka
4:8).

DIKAKANYO

Nako e ntsi re lemoga batho ba
ipitsa Bakeresete mme fa loso
le tla mme e nna nako ya
phittho go diriwa ditirelo tsa
setso le tsa Badimo. Kobamelo
ya Badimo ke bodumedi le
ditirelo jaaka dithapelo le
ditlhabelo tsa mewa ya balo-
sika ba ba tlhokafetseng.

Kobamelo ya Badimo e bonwa
mo ditsong tse dintsi tsa mo
lefatsheng. Dithapelo le ditlha-
belo di direlwa Badimo ka gore
go dumelwa gore mewa ya
bone e sa phela mo tlholegong
mme ba santse ba kgona go
laola maphelo a balosika ba ba
santseng ba phela. Ba ka go
siamisetsa bophelo kampo ba
ka go senyetsa bophelo le
bokamoso. Badimo gape ba
bonwa ba le babueledi ba
batho ba ba santseng ba phela
kwa Mmoping kampo kwa
Modimong. Ka go rapelela
Badimo le go ba fa dimpho le
go ba direla ditirelo le go ba
tlhabela go dira gore ba
itumele mme ba go rate mme
ba go direle molemo.

Satane kgale a leka go fokotsa
kemo ya Jesu le go mo lekan-
tsha le Badimo ka go dirisa
maaka a go ba baya ba le
babueledi ba batho kwa Mmo-
ping. Batho ba tlosiwa mo
Mopholosing wa nnete ka go
bua fela ka Mmopi. Modimo ke
Modimo wa Beibele. Ke Mmopi
wa lefatshe le gotlhe se re se
bonang. Ga go na Modimo o
mongwe kwa ntle ga Ene. Jesu
ke Morwa Modimo yo a tlileng
lefatsheng go tla go swela dibe
tsa batho botlhe. Ba ba dume-
lang gore Jesu ke Mopholosi a
le mongwe ba bidiwa bana ba
Modimo. Jesu ke Mopholosi

wa Badumedi.

Kobamelo ya Badimo ga e a
siama ka gore ke se se leng
kgatlhanong le dikaelo tsa
Beibele. Goreng go le jalo? Ke
ka gore batho ba ba dumelang
le mo Badimong ga ba dumele
mo go Jesu fela mme ba
dumelela le mo Badimong go
nna Babueledi ba bone kwa go
Mmopi wa lefatshe.

Batho ba ba ipitsang Bakere-
sete ke ba ba dumelang gore
Jesu ke Ene Mopholosi a le
nosi. Moratiwa ke go kopa gore
o tseye Beibele ya gago mme o
buise ditemana tse di filweng
go tiisa nnete ya tlhaloso le go
nna bopaki jwa nnete.

1. Mokeresete o nna wa ga
Keresete, ga a tlhole a le
ngwana wa motho. Ga a tlhole
a le molosika wa lelapa la
gagwe wa pele fela. Ke
molosika wa Modimo jaanong,
ke molosika wa ba ba bidiwang
go tswa mo malemeng otlhe,
mo merafeng yotlhe le mo
ditShabeng tsotlhe. Ka jalo sa
ntlha re tshwanetse go ikobela
Ntate wa rona wa Legodimo
pele (1 Bakorinthe 6:19-20;
Ekesota 20:2).

2. Morena Jesu o re tlhalosetsa
mo bukeng ya Luka 16:19-31
gore mewa ya baswi ga e
kgone go bua le rona. Di ka se
kgone go re thusa ka mathata
mme e ka se re direle tse di
bosula.

3. Beibele e re ruta gore Satane
nako e nngwe o itira go nna
moengele wa lesedi (2 Bako-
rinthe 11:14). Ka jalo a ka
iketsisa go nna mowa wa
Badimo ba rona. O iponatsa
mo bathong ka ditoro le ka
medemone. Maikaelelo a
gagwe ke go ba ntsha mo
tseleng ya go tshepa Modimo
kampo Jesu fela. Ka jalo ke
sone nako e nngwe re bonang
batho ba fodisiwa morago ga
go tlisetsa badimo setlhabelo.

Satane o na le maatla a mantsi
mme ga a na maatla a a
lekanang le a ga Jesu. Ka go
fodisa batho Satane o batla
gore ba tlogele tumelo ya nnete
mme ba ikobele mewa e ya
maaka le go sala morago se se
rutiwang ke medemone

(1 Timotheo 4:1).

4. Modimo o ganela gotlhelele
gore re rerisane mewa ya
baswi (Lefitiko 19:31; 20:6:
20:25; Doiteronomio 18:1011;
Jesaya 8:19-20). Re bala mo
Beibeleng gore Modimo o
kobile mme a bolaya kgosi
Saulo ka gore a ne a bitsa mme
a bua le mowa wa moswi
Samuele (1 Dikoronika 10:13-
14).

5. Gare atshwanela go tlisetsa
ope setlhabelo fa e se Modimo
(Ekesodu 20:3; Ditiro 15:28-29;
1 Bakorinthe 8:46). Ditlhabelo
tsotlhe tse di seng tsa Modimo
ke tsa go tlhabela medemone
(1 Bakorinthe 10:20; Luka 4:8).
Jesu ke Ene setlhabelo sa
bofelo mo Bakereseteng. Gao
tihole o tthoka go mo tlhabela
kgomo kampo podi.

6. Nako yotlhe re tshwanetse
go ikgakologela gore Jesu o re
gololotse mo meweng yotlhe
(Johane 8:36; Bahebere 7:25).
O re gololotse mo bophelong
yo bo se nang boleng jo bo re
fiwang kampo jo bo re tloge-
lelwang ke badimo (1 Petero
1:18-19).

7. Jaanong fa re amogetse
Jesu re nna balosika ba ga
Keresete mme re batla fela go
dira thato ya Modimo (Matheo
12:46-50). Balosika ba rona ba
lefatshe ba madi ga ba a
tshwanelwa go re tlosa mo
boikobong jwa Modimo (Ditiro
7:3; Luka 14:26-27; Matheo
10:37). Fa e le gore re tshwa-
netse go tlogela balosika le
malapa a rona Jesu o re
solofetsa gore re tla busetswa
ga lekgolo (Mareko 10:29-30).
Fa ke sa dumele go ikobela
Modimo ke dula ke le molosika
wa ga Satane (Johane 8:44).

8. Go kotsi go leka go fetola
bophelo jwa gago kwa ntle ga
go letlelela Mowa o o Boi-
tshepo go tlatsa bophelo jwa
gago (Baefeso 5:18).

Fa o leka go tsamaya mo
ditseleng tse pedi ka nako e le
nngwe o ka nna bosula gasupa
go feta pele (Matheo 12:45). O
ka se kgone go direla Modimo
le Badimo ka nako e le nngwe
(2 Dikgosi 17:34-40; Matheo
6:24;7:13-14).

Johan Zerwick
Sélé ke 083 458 3837

9. Mewa ya Badimo e ka se re
buelele kwa Modimong. Re na
le Mmueledi, Mogolodi a le
mongwe fela, Ene ke Jesu
Keresete! Ke Ene fela a nnang
le maatla a go re buelela
(1 Timotheo 2:5; Bahebere
7:25).

10. Modimo o re bolelela go
amogela bophelo bo boswa
jwa Gagwe ka pelo yotlhe.
Bophelo bo boswa bo amo-
gelwa fela ka Jesu (1 Johane
5:11-12). Se lebelela kwa
morago. Se boele kwa morago.
Bophelo bo boswa bo botoka
go feta gotlhe se mewa ya
badimo e ka go e fang kampo
se ba ka go se direlang (Luka
9:23-26, 62). Modimo o batla go
go tlhokomela (Bafilipi 4:6).

THAPELO
Rara yo o kwa legodimong re
leboga o rometse Jesu go tla
go swela dibe tsa rona le go tla
go nna Mopholosi wa rona
rotlhe.

Re kopa o thuse go tlosa
kakanyo ya gore re tthoka Jesu
mme re santse re tlhoka le
Badimo go nna Babueledi ba
rona. Re kopa o tlose lefifi le
dikeetane tsa setso tse di
tshwereng batho. Re kopa o
romele Mowa o o Boitshepo go
tla go bula batho matlho abone
atlhogole a pelo.

Ntate re leboga lesedi le o le
fileng batho ba bantsi ba
Aforikaborwa la gore ba
lemoge gore Jesu ke Ene
Mopholosi le Mmueledi a le
mongwe. Rarare go kopa gore
o laole baengele ba Gago go re
sireletsa mo go Satane le
medemone ya gagwe. Tsotlhe
tse re di kopa ka Leina la ga
Jesu Keresete. AMEN.

A book about Afrika Mhlophe -
Christianity and the Veneration
of Ancestors.
https://www.goodreads.com/b
ook/show/53119426-chris
tianity-and-the-veneration-of-
ancestors

Youtube teaching: Afrika
Mhlophe - Christianity and the
Veneration of Ancestors
https://lyoutu.be/92K0s8it14w
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SHOULD READ TriE BIBLE

"l will study Your commandments
and reflect on Your ways. | will
delight in Your decrees and not
forget Your word" (Psalm 119:15-
16 NLT).

We read the Bible because we
know how valuable it is to our
entire lives. It is water to our spirit.
And since our spirit is eternal, it
supercedes and shapes our
natural being as well - body, mind,
emotions, and will. We read God's
Word because it gives us energy,
clears the mind, directs our path,
draws us to God, abates our
worries and satisfies our soul!

1. Read the Bible for Guidance
If God can direct the Universe,
then He can direct our lives
through the Bible. Reading the
Owner's Manual to Life (the Bible)
is the only way to live life at its
bestdesign.

"Your word is a lamp to guide my
feet and a light for my path”
(Psalm 119:105 NLT).

2. Read the Bible for Sustenance
We are both physical and spiritual
beings, so we need natural food
and supernatural food to stay
strong and healthy. Also, during
difficult seasons in life, we may
need a lot of spiritual nourish-
ment. Reading the Bible provides
that necessary nourishment.
"People do not live by bread
alone, but by every word that
comes from the mouth of God”
(Matthew 4:4 NLT).

3. Read the Bible

because it's Alive
The Bible is not only a physical
book, it is a supernatural Source
of Good. It is God's Living Water
(His Presence) moving through
our lives (John 7:38) as we read it.
As we read the Bible, God's
energy pours into our lives.
"For the word of God is alive and
powerful. It is sharper than the
sharpest two-edged sword,
cutting between soul and spirit,
between joint and marrow. It
exposes our innermost thoughts
and desires” (Hebrews 4:12 NLT).

4. Read the Bible for Blessing

Reading the Bible promotes well-
ness in our lives as we allow it to
shape our beliefs, thoughts and
actions. We may not feel the
results of its nourishment at first,
but our daily reading will even-
tually become evident.
"God blesses the one who reads
the words of this prophecy to the
church, and He blesses all who
listen to its message and obey
what it says..." (Revelation 1:3
NLT).

5. Read the Bible to Purify
Reading the Bible is to the spirit
like water is to the body - it puri-
fies! Reading the Bible gets rid of
all the spiritual toxins (doubt,

worry, fear, etc.) and replaces
them with pure ‘liquid Jesus’ and
all the good that is found in Him!
Reading the Bible refreshes and
revives us!

"How can a young man cleanse
his way? By taking heed accor-
ding to Your word" (Psalm 119:9
NKJV).

6. Read the Bible for
Correction and Equipping

We can live in victory because the
Bible is cutting out all that is not of
God and replacing it with things
that actually help us overcome.
Letting God correct us by reading
the Bible leaves room for Him to
equip us. Reading the Bible gives
us everything we need each day
to be victorious!

"All Scripture is inspired by God
and is useful to teach us what is
true and to make us realize what is
wrong in our lives. It corrects us
when we are wrong and teaches
us to do what is right. God uses it
to prepare and equip His people to
do every good work" (2 Timothy
3:16-17 NLT).

7. Read the Bible

for more of Jesus
The Bible says Jesus is the Word
spoken to create and redeem all of
us. Jesus is the Person of God
and His Presence flows in the
Bible. When we read the Bible, we
drink the very Presence of Jesus.
"In the beginning the Word
already existed. The Word was
with God, and the Word was God.
He existed in the beginning with
God. God created everything
through Him, and nothing was
created except through Him" -
John 1:1-3 (NLT).

8. Read the Bible for Healing

The well-spring of Jesus's heal-
ing power is found in the Bible.
Once we fully believe God and His
promises found in His Word, our
faith WILL activate Jesus's power
in our spiritual, physical, rela-
tional, emotional and mental
lives! We just need to read the
Bible to get that power!
"He personally carried our sins in
His body on the cross so that we
can be dead to sin and live for
what is right. By His wounds you
are healed” (1 Peter 2:24 (NLT).

9. Read the Bible because

it's our Offensive Weapon
God protects us, and He does give
us one tool to fight back and to
overcome, the Bible! Reading the
Bible every day will make us
better at wielding our Swords and
fighting the good fight of faith
(2 Timothy 4:7-8). We can only
have victory each day by reading
the Bible.

"Put on salvation as your helmet,
and take the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God" -
Ephesians 6:17 (N.LT).

10. Read the Bible

because it's Freedom

If we feel oppressed by thoughts
or limited by our own attitudes,
the Bible is Truth. And once we
know the truth about who we are
in Christ by reading the Bible, we
will live in the freedom God has
given us as His children and co-
heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17).
Read the Bible and walk in
complete freedom!

"And you will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free” (John
8:32NLT).

11. Read the Bible

because it's Eternal
Every promise the Bible gives us,
as we read it each day, stays with
us forever! Everything in this
world will fade except those
things rooted to Christ. Read the
Bible and discover what's eternal,
so we can apply eternity to our
daily lives on Earth!
"Heaven and earth will disappear,
but My words will never dis-
appear” (Matthew 24:35 NLT).
www.cbn.com
-Alisa Hope Wagner

- Charles Spurgeon

-Andrew Murray

- Oswald Chambers

restofthe day” - John Bunyan

-E. M. Bounds

hearts" - Mother Teresa

had yetbeendone"-C.S. Lewis

- Rick Warren

prayer"” - Martin Luther

work" - Oswald Chambers

'PRAYER IS THE MASTER KEY

e "Iwould rather teach one man to pray than ten men to preach”

e "The man who mobilizes the Christian Church to pray will make the
greatest contribution to world evangelization in history”

e "We have to pray with our eyes on God, not on the difficulties”
e "He who runs from God in the morning will scarcely find Him the
e "Prayeris notlearnedin a classroom butin the closet”

e "We must begin to believe that God, in the mystery of prayer, has
entrusted us with a force that can move the Heavenly world, and can
bring its power down to Earth" - Andrew Murray

e "Prayeris not asking. Prayer is putting oneselfin the hands of God,
at His disposition, and listening to His Voice in the depth of our

e "Relying on God has to begin all over again every day as if nothing

e "The more you pray, the less you'll panic. The more you worship,
the less you worry. You'll feel more patientand less pressured”

e "I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in
e "Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer Is the greater

\. "He who kneels the most, stands the best”-D.L. Moody Y,
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“Ryk na Sy Hande...”

'n Jongman het aansoek gedoen
vir 'n bestuurspos by 'n groot
maatskappy. Hy het die eerste
onderhoud suksesvol afgelé, en
daar is 'n opvolg-onderhoud
gereél sodat hy die Direkteur van
die maatskappy kon ontmoet.

Na aanleiding van sy CV het die
Direkteur gesien dat die jongman
se akademiese prestasies van
uitstekende gehalte was.

Die Direkteur het na die jongman
gekyk en vir hom gevra: "Het jy
enige beurse gehad waarmee jy
gestudeer het?" En die jongman
het geantwoord: "Nee."

"Was dit jou vader wat al jou
studiegeld betaal het?"

"Nee," sé die jongman weer, "my
vader is oorlede toe ek een jaar
oud was. Dit was my moeder wat
vir al my studies betaal het."

"Waar het jou moeder gewerk?"

"My moeder het ander mense se
klere gewas."

Die Direkteur vra toe die jongman
om sy hande vir hom te wys. Die
jongman het sy hande uitgesteek
en verbaas na die Direkteur
gekyk. Wat sou sy hande met die
onderhoud te doen hé? Die Direk-
teur het na die jongman se hande
gekyk - hulle was glad en perfek
versorg.

"Het jy ooit jou moeder gehelp om
die wasgoed te was?"

"Nooit, my moeder wou altyd hé
ek moet lees en studeer, en
buitendien kan my moeder was-
goed baie vinniger en skoner was
as wat ek ooit kon droom om dit te
doen."

Die Direkteur sé toe vir die
jongman, "Ek wil hé jy moet eers
huis toe gaan en jy moet jou
moeder se hande met room
smeer, dan sien ek jou weer mére-
oggend hier."

Die jongman het gevoel hy kan
dalk die werk kry, en hy is huis toe
om vir sy moeder te vertel van die
onderhoud.

Toe hy later by haar sit, sé hy vir
sy moeder hy wil graag haar
hande room smeer. Vir die

moeder was dit 'n snaakse
versoek, maar met gemengde
gevoelens het sy die buisie room
na hom toe uitgehou, en toe haar
hande uitgesteek na hom toe.

Die jongman het sy moeder se
hande in syne geneem, en toe
begin die trane oor haar hande
rol... Vir die eerste keer in sy lewe
het hy gesien hoe vol plooie en
eelte sy moeder se hande was.
Plek-plek was die hande oop-
gebars en het sy ineengetrek toe
hy dit saggies met room begin
invryf.

Dit was die eerste keer dat die
jongman waarlik besef het dat
daardie paar hande wat soveel
bondels wasgoed gewas het, vir
sy studiegeld betaal het.

In ysige winterkoue en stomende
somerhitte, het sy onverpoosd
gewerk. Daardie vereelte hande
het sy toekoms rooskleurig
geverf. Daardie stukkende hande
het gesorg vir 'n uitstekende
geleerdheid!

Nadat hy sy moeder se hande
goed gesmeer het, het hy die vol-
gende bondel wasgoed opgetel
en stil-stil daarmee verdwyn om
dit vir haar te gaan was. Daardie
aand het moeder en seun tot baie
laat gesels.

Die volgende dag het die jongman
weer aangemeld by die Direkteur
vir sy onderhoud. Hy het gesien
die trane sit nog baie vlak in die
jongman se oé.

"Het jy toe gedoen wat ek vir jou
gesé het?" vra die Direkteur die
jongman.

"Ja, ek het my moeder se hande
met room gevryf, en toe het ek die
res van die wasgoed vir haar
gewas. Ek het nou eers besef dat
ek nooit waardering gehad het vir
dit wat sy al die jare vir my gedoen
het nie. Sonder haar sou ek nie
vandag vir hierdie pos kon aan-
soek doen nie. En toe ek gister
daardie vreeslike bondel was-
goed was, voel dit asof my
skouers wil afskeur. Toe besef ek
eers hoe groot haar opoffering
was deur al die jare.

"Die pos is joune,” antwoord die
Direkteur. “Eers as iemand waar-
dering en dankbaarheid kan

[ickn[Zay
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betoon, is hy gereed vir 'n pos met
soveel verantwoordelikhede.”

k% ooooo k%

Kyk vandag om jou rond; daar is
baie mense wat baie opgeoffer het
in die lewe om ons te gee wat ons
vandag het.

En dan is daar 'n Hemelse Vader
wat ALLES opgeoffer het, sodat
ek en jy nie nodig het om gestraf
te word vir al ons verkeerde dade
nie.

Kyk na Sy Hande vandag. Hulle
dra die merke van hoe Hy vir ons

gely het, en hoe Sy liefde ons
straf gedra het!

Het ons al vir Hom die nodige
dank en waardering gewys vir die
merke op Sy Hande?

Kom ons maak hierdie dag
anders. Kom ons wys waardering
aan al ons geliefdes, en ons wys
dankbaarheid en waardering aan
ons Hemelse Vader wat so mooi
naons kyk.

Sonder Sy opoffering sou ons
lewens baie anders verloop het!
-Oorgeneem

God se liefde laat die hemel skeur. Sy liefde
word met Jesus se bloed geskryf. Sy liefde
word gesien, gesmaak, ervaar. Sy lietde gee
sin aan hierdie lewe.

- Stephan Joubert

Hendrik van Graan
Susana van Graan
OPTOMETRISTS / OOGKLINDIGES

PETER MOKABALAAN 3 (VAN RIEBEECKSTRAAT 3)
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endag, baie lank gelede is

my oupa oorlede... maar

dit was maar reg, want hy
was oud!

Jare daarna is my pa oorlede...
maar op 'n manier was dit ook
maar reg, want hy was ook oud.

Nou het ons al 'n paar vriende
verloor en ons is verstom -
hulle is dan nog so jonk!

Stadig maar seker begin die
werklikheid soos yskoue water in
jou murg intrek: My oupa was
twee-en-sestig. My pa was vyf-
en-sewentig.

Ja, dis waarnatoe “ons” op pad
is. Sommige van ons is al selfs
daarverby!

Ek sit nou rustig en luister na die
krieke en kyk na die sterre. 'n
Vreemde emosie nheem van my
besit. Ek wil huil oor die jare wat
verby is... maar ek wil jubel oor
die tye wat kom!

Tel elke dag julle manna op. Drink
elke dag die water wat Hy vir jou
uit die rots uit gee, en LEEF
DANKBAAR! Voluit! Aanhou-
dend!

Huil kortstondig oor die hartseer
in jou lewe. Doen dan opge-

Lewe Voluit!

wonde die dinge wat die Here
nog wil hé jy moet doen. Treur vir
hulle wat weg is, maar doen meer
moeite met hulle wat nog hier is.
Hou op geld najaag! Hou op om
aardse goed te versamel...

Dien die Here en geniet jou laaste
paar jare saam met jou geliefdes!
Sé as jy iets mooi sien of beleef
en as jy goed voel oor iets. As jy
dit vir jouself hou, is dit soos 'n
geskenk wat jy toedraai en nie
weggee nie.

Mens kan nie iets deel wat jy nie
besit nie. Moenie huiwer om die
mooi te deel nie. Gee 'n kompli-
ment. Vra hoe dit gaan. Bid vir
ander, want jy is mos 'n Konings-
kind. Wat ons saai, sal ons seker-
lik maai.

Die digter sé: "Wat ek is, is net
genade! Wat ek het, is net
geleen!”

Leef tot Eer van die HERE! Wees
ewig gereed om Hom te ont-
moet... Vandag of mére, want
wanneer ditjou en my tyd is, weet
net onse Heer alleen!

Mooi en reguit loop! Met 'n goeie
gees, want die lewe het nie 'n
waarborg nie. Alles is net
genade. Alles is net geleen...
-Oorgeneem

Lo lod be tie glory!

'n Man is gevra om 'n boot te
verf. Hy het sy verf en kwaste
saamgebring en die boot 'n
helder rooi begin verf soos die
eienaar hom gevra het om te
doen.

Terwyl hy verf, het hy opge-
merk dat daar 'n gaatjie in die
boot was en dit herstel. Toe hy
klaar geverf het, het hy sy geld
gekry en vertrek.

Die volgende dag het die
eienaar van die boot na die
man gekom en hom 'n groot
tjek aangebied - baie hoér as
die betaling vir die boot se verf.

Die man was baie verbaas en
het gesé: “Jy het my reeds vir
die boot se verf betaal,
meneer!”

“Maar dit is nie vir die verfwerk
nie. Dis omdat jy die gaatjie in
die boot herstel het,” sé die
eienaar.

“Ag! Maar dit was so 'n klein ou
werkie. Dis verseker nie so 'n
groot bedrag werd vir so 'n
klein werkie nie!” antwoord die
verwer.

“My liewe vriend, jy verstaan
nie. Laat ek jou vertel wat
gebeur het. Toe ek jou gevra
het om die boot te verf, het ek
vergeet om te noem van die
gaatjie. Nadat die boot droog
was, het my kinders die boot
geneem om te gaan visvang.
Hulle het nie geweet dat daar 'n
gaatjie in die boot was nie. Ek
was nie by die huis toe hulle die
bootjie geneem het om te gaan
visvang nie.

“Toe ek terugkom en besef dat
hulle die boot geneem het, was

Wees Getrow in die Kleine

ek amper van my kop af, want
ek het onthou van die gaatjie in
die boot. Stel jou my verligting
en vreugde voor toe hulle
veilig van die visvangery af
terugkom!

“Hierna het ek die boot onder-
soek en gevind dat jy die
gaatjie herstel het! Sien jy nou
wat jy gedoen het? Jy het die
lewens van my kinders gered!
Ek het nie genoeg geld om jou
vir jou 'klein werkie' te vergoed
nie!”

Maak nie saak wie, wanneer, of
hoe nie. Gaan net voort om
iemand te help, om te volhard,
vee trane af, luister aandagtig
enversigtig naander.

Ons as kinders van God het
elke dag 'n geleentheid om
'lekplekke’ in ander mense wat
oor ons pad stap, te herstel.
Maar ook mekaar s'n. Wie weet
of JY nie dalk vandag die
'verwer' in God se Hand is om
die nood vir iemand anders
makliker en ligter te maak nie!

Partykeer is dit net die afvee
van 'n traan of die luister na
iemand se storie. Om 'gaatjies’
reg te maak, is baie keer die
klein goedjies wat jy elke dag
doen en nie altyd die groot
goed nie. Kom ons wees
sensitief vir mense en mekaar
se 'gaatjies’, en help om dit
heel te maak waar ons kan.

Jy het dalk al talle 'bote se
gaatjies' van verskeie mense
langs die pad reggemaak
sonder om dit te besef. Wees
vandag God se Hande en Voete
in alles wat jy aanpak!

- Oorgeneem

We give Almighty God, the Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit all the praise, honour and
glory for walking with us these past years. We also wish to extend to all our

customers our sincerest thanks for your support, prayers and words of encouragement during these past 19 years.

vur Prager for you:

The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make
His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord turn His face towards

you and give you peace.

Numbers 6:24-26

19 Yeare .

iy Hede rir i

Die Here sal jou seén en jou behoed; die Here sal Sy aangesig oor jou laat
skyn en jou genadig wees; die Here sal Sy aangesig oor jou verhef en aan jou vrede gee. Numeri 6:24-26

El Shaddai

CHRISTIAN BOOK STORE
CHRISTELIKE BOEKWINKEL riamwood, Kierksdorp = Tel: (018) 468 4405 » Faks: (018) 462 4968

19 JaAl

roud,,

bring aan
die Almagtige God, die

Here Jesus en die Heilige Gees

al die lof, eer en heerlikheid vir Sy goeie
gawes die afgelope jare. Ons bedank al ons
klante ook opreg vir u ondersteuning, gebede en
bemoediging gedurende die afgelope 19 jaar.

Aan yod il die eer!

Shop 6, Platana Shopping Centre, cor. Platan & Janice Streets
Winkel &, Platana Winkelsentrum, h.v. Platan- en Janicestraat
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Seize the Oppartunities!

s a youngster, Haralan

Popov was an atheist, but

in later years, he became a
Christian. Before long, he was a
pastor. He later founded Door of
Hope International, a Christian
relief-and-development organi-
sation.

When World War Il ended,
Bulgaria was abandoned to
Communist control. All large-
scale industries, banks, and
insurance companies were run by
the government, and high posi-
tions in the church were taken
over by the Communists.

Sadly, many pastors fell in line
with the new regime, but not
Popov. He used every opportunity
to spread the Word of God.

During 1948, Bulgarian Secret
Police kidnapped Pastor Popov.
For thirteen years he was a
political prisoner in Communist
Bulgaria - not a place well-known
for faith-sharing opportunities!
However, when it came to sharing
his faith, Popov was a master of
opportunity.

First came intense police interro-
gations. At the first interrogation,
Popov disappointed the Commu-
nists when he failed to confess to
espionage. In some countries, the
government assigns a lawyer for
the defense, but in Bulgaria, the
authorities assigned a lawyer to
build a case against Popov. A
guard escorted him to aroom and

gave him a pen and paper, and his
lawyer instructed him to write
everything about his life, his
work, his friends, etc. He was
forced to write all day and all night
and allowed only short naps three
times aday.

The lawyer dropped in nightly
with a new guard and a new
assignment. And this process
went on for a month. With the skill
of a seasoned evangelist, Popov
wove the Gospel into everything
he wrote. Whoever monitored his
writing would get the Gospel
message. He kept this up until the
Communists caught on and made
him stop.

Was it a waste of pen and ink?
Popov didn'tthink so.

“Joyful are people of integrity,
who follow the instructions of the
LORD. Joyful are those who obey
His laws and search for Him with
all their hearts. They do not
compromise with evil, and they
walk only in His paths. You have
charged us to keep your com-
mandments carefully. Oh, that my
actions would consistently reflect
Your decrees! Then I will not be
ashamed when | compare my life
with Your commands” (Psalm
119:16 NLT).

Popov seized another oppor-
tunity to share his faith. It
involved a tin cup and a lot of
patience. Through the walls of
their cells, the prisoners commu-

nicated using a series of taps.
Popov stood with his back to the
wall using a tin cup behind him,
and in Morse code he secretly
tapped out the good news of
Jesus Christ to the prisoner on
the other side.

One day, ayoung man responded,
wanting to hear more, and as a
result of this “tin-cup evange-
lism” the young man gave his
heartto Jesus Christ.

That young man wasn't the only
one touched by Popov's soul-
winning zeal. When another
young, extremely anxious man
named Mitko was placed in
Popov's cell, Popov's calm
demeanour and faithful testimony
eventually cut through the man's
inner turmoil, and together they
knelt in prayer. Mitko tearfully
placed his faith in Christ!

One day, Popov was startled to
come upon a prisoner rolling a
cigarette with a page torn out of a
small New Testament. Page by
page the book was in danger of
going up in smoke.

“Where did you find that book?”
Popov couldn't contain tears of
joy. The man responded that he
had found it digging through a
trash bin. Popov asked him if he
could purchase it with the amount
of money he had left in his pos-
session. The prisoner agreed.
Thrilled with the chance to read
God's Word, Popov memorized

Haralan Popov

forty-seven chapters before the
prison guards confiscated it.

Next, Popov made use of an
opportunity to teach English
classes to prisoners in the
exercise courtyard. He knew the
guards didn't speak English, so
Popov used those times to share
the Word of God with prisoners,
who were willing to “learn English
better.”

Are you in a situation where it's
difficult to share your faith?
Instead of making excuses, seize
opportunities to spread God’s
Word!

https://www.365christianmen.co
m/podcast/haralan-popov-
bulgaria-pastor/

Costly

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906—1945)
was a Lutheran pastor and theo-
logian living in Germany during
World War Il. He was one of the
organizers of the Confessing
Church in Germany, along with
Karl Barth and others who
actively opposed the regime of
Adolf Hitler and the Nazi oppres-
sion of the Jews.

Bonhoeffer spent time in America
and the United Kingdom as a
teacher but eventually felt called
to return to the German Church in
its time of need. At one point,
Bonhoeffer made the contro-
versial decision to participate in a
plot to assassinate Hitler, and he
was eventually executed for that
offense and for helping Jews
escape Nazism. He was hanged
on April 9, 1945, just before the
end of the War.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a symbol
of hope to many Christians during
the war, and his classic book, The
Cost of Discipleship (1937), is still

widely read by Christians.

As a teacher, Dietrich Bonhoeffer
balanced a mix of theological
rigour and compassion for his
fellow-man, especially the
oppressed. His time in America
gave him a new perspective on
civil rights issues.

He taught systematic theology at
the University of Berlin. Even-
tually, Bonhoeffer took a ministry
position in London and hoped to
use ecumenical teachings to
inspire English support for the
Confessing Church in Germany.
He was also offered an oppor-
tunity to study under Gandhi, but
he decided instead to return home
to Germany to teach in under-
ground seminaries in support of
the Confessing Church.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was arrested
in 1943 and spent two years in
prison, where he remained as
active as he could in serving the
Lord. After his execution, his

Grace

writings in prison were collected
and eventually published as
Letters and Papers from Prison
(1953).

Bonhoeffer’s book, The Cost of
Discipleship, is a study on Jesus’
Sermon on the Mount and
focuses on the concept of “cheap
grace” versus “costly grace.”
Bonhoeffer asserted that sal-
vation will radically change a
person’s life and that a faith
without obedience is no faith at all
(see James 2:17). Bonhoeffer
wrote, “Cheap grace is preaching
forgiveness without requiring
repentance, baptism without
church discipline, Communion
without confession... Cheap
grace is grace without disci-
pleship, grace without the cross,
grace without Jesus Christ...”

Bonhoeffer defined costly grace,
in contrast, as “the kingly rule of
Christ, for whose sake a man will
pluck out the eye which causes
him to stumble, it is the call of

Jesus Christ at which the disciple
leaves his nets and follows Him.”

Bonhoeffer definitely lived out his
commitment to Christ and placed
love for God above all other loves
or worldly concerns. His life as a
Christian was challenged deeply
by one of the most frightening
anti-Christ regimes in history, but
he remained faithful to the end!
www.gotquestions.org/Dietrich-
Bonhoeffer.html




BLADSY 8

GOEIE NUUS/GOOD NEWS

TEL. (018) 293 1996

GOD'S MIRROR

My presence must reflect Your Personality

my breath Your m.{rrﬁng Voice
miy eyes Your love-filled Gaze

mry hands must be Your Imfy instruments
nry mind Your ruling seat
my heart Your beautiful garden

my longing Your perfect will

my steps Your approved course
mry sorrow Your ¢ ffective character shaper
my joy Your magnificent radiance

my thoughts Your inspiration
my love Your heart extended to mankind
mry hate Your righteous loathing of wickedness
nty growth Your consistent work of maturing

miy friendliness Your smile
my life worthy of Your death
mry death of self Your infused life eternal...
© Christo Venter

Never again will | say, "l can't," for
"I can do everything through Him
who gives me strength” (Phil.
4:13).

Never again will | admit lack, for
"My God will meet all your needs
according to His glorious riches
in Christ Jesus"” (Phil. 4:19).

Never again will | fear, for "God
did not give us a spirit of fear, but
of power, of love and of self-
discipline” (2 Tim.1:7).

Never again will |1 harbour doubt
and lack of faith, for "The Lord is
my light and my salvation - whom
shall I fear" (Ps. 27:1).

Never again will | allow the
supremacy of Satan over my life,
for "the One who is in you is
greater than the one who is in the
world” (1 John 4:4).

Never again will | admit defeat, for
"God always leads us in triumphal
procession in Christ and through

NOVEMBER 2022
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He lets me rest in green meadows; He leads me
beside peaceful streams (Psalm 23:2 NLT).

Author Unknown

YOUR LIFE is Jesus to someone,
though tattered and torn it may be.
Though oftentimes weak and unstable,
you're all of God someone will see.

YOUR TONGUE is Jesus to someone.
That idle, insensitive word

reflects to at least one searching heart
an idle, insensitive Lord.

YOUR GOALS are Jesus to someone.
What you put first, they believe,

are the goals of God for the Christian.
Your life is all they receive.

YOUR FAITHFULNESS ...

that's Jesus to someone.

Their judgment of how God istrue,
rests unquestionably in the faithfulness
they see day by day in vou.

YOUR LOVE is Jesus to someone -

that someone -who is seeking to know
that Jesus will follow and guide and
befriend wherever in life they might go.

50 BEWARE lest others blaspheme
God by what you say or do,

for the only Jesus that someone knows
is the Jesus they see in you.

us spreads everywhere the fra-
grance of the knowledge of Him"
(2Cor. 2:14).

Never again will I lack wisdom, for
"If any of you lacks wisdom, he
should ask God, Who gives
generously to all without finding
fault, and it will be given to him"
(James 1:5).

Never again will | be worried and
frustrated, "Casting all your
anxiety on Him because He cares

foryou” (1Pet. 5:7).

Never again will | be in bondage,
for "Now the Lord is the Spirit, and
where the Spirit of the Lord is,
thereis freedom” (2Cor. 3:17).

Never again will 1 doubt God’s
love and faithfulness, for "I have
loved you with an everlasting
love; therefore with lovingkind-
ness | have drawn you and con-
tinued My faithfulness to you"
(Jer. 31:3).
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~Altyd Net Billy

"Wat vir die wéreld onsin is, het
God uitgekies" (1 Kor. 1:27, NAV).

Tony Campolo skryf die volgende
oor sy tydperk as 'n raadgewer by
Tiener- Bybelkampe:
"Tienerseuns het die manier om
op een arme kind te pik. Een
spesifiecke somer was dit die
dertienjarige Billy, 'n kind wat nie
normaal kon loop of praat nie.

Toe dit die groep in sy hut se beurt
was om die oggendgodsdiens te
lei, het hulle Billy as die spreker
aangewys. Dit het nie gelyk asof

dit hom pla nie. Hy het homself by
die podium opgesleep terwyl daar
onderlangs gegiggel en gefluister
is, en dit het 'n hele tydjie geduur
om die volgende woorde uit te
stotter: ‘Je-sus h...h...het...my
l...liefen...ekis I...lief...v...vir Je-
sus.’

'n Doodse stilte het neergedaal en
toe ek rondom my kyk, het daar
trane oor die wange van die seuns
gestroom...

Ons het soveel probeer doen om
hierdie seuns te bereik, maar niks

het gewerk nie. Ons het selfs
beroemde krieketspelers genooi,
sterkolwers en -boulers wat ook
getroue Christene was, maar dit
het geen uitwerking gehad nie.

Dit was eers toe hierdie spesiale
kind sy liefde vir Christus verklaar
het dat alles verander het.

Ek reis dikwels rond en ek is
verbaas hoe gereeld ek mense
ontmoet wat sé: "Jy onthou my
seker nie. Ek het 'n Christen
geword op 'n kamp waar jy 'n
raadgewer was en weet jy wat my

keerpunt was?" Ek hoef nooit te
vra wat dit was nie. Ek weet altyd
dat die antwoord gaan wees:
"BILLY!"

Die Bybel sé: "Wat vir die wéreld
onsin is, het God uitgekies om die
geleerdes te beskaam... wat niks
is nie, het God uitgekies om wat
iets is, tot niet te maak” (1 Kor.
1:27,NAV).

Doen net dit wat jy kan doen en
God sal die res doen! Hy sal jou
pogings met sukses bekroon.
[Uit: Die Woord vir Vandag, Uit-
gawe 4/2008].

Dr R.J. Oavis

FRIEND of mine passed

this bit of wisdom on to me

recently. His observation,
with which | heartily agree, is
confirmed by Solomon, who
said, “He that observeth the wind
shall not sow; and he that
regardeth the clouds shall not
reap”(Eccl.11:4).
The truth of this statement is
vividly illustrated by the story of
a young man who jumped to his
death from the window of a large,
downtown hotel. The young man
had incurred considerable debt,
including his hotel bill, and he
had no money. In his concern, he
sent a message to his brother for
help. The money did not come
and, driven to despair, he took
what seemed to him the only way
out. He quit!
The real tragedy was that at that
very moment when he took his
suicidal leap, there was a letter
waiting for him at the lobby desk,
with more than enough money in
it to cover his bills - if only he had
not given up!
In God’s service, too, it is always
too soon to quit. There are those
today who say, “The day of
missions and of evangelism is
past. It’s all over.”
They emphasize their point by
describing the difficulties, the
dangers, and the seeming
defeats that we are facing. Their

IT’S ALWAYS
TOO SOON TO QUIT

tales are true, and more than true,
but they are not new, and their
conclusions are utterly wrong.
“But God is able...” is a statement
of fact that contradicts such con-
clusions.

As far back in history as the three
Hebrew young men, who cried,
“Our God is able!” when facing
the fiery furnace, God’s people
have proven that God Himself is
the inscrutable factor in human
history. He is the reason why His
servants need never give up.

Itis of course true that Christians
today face not only most of the
problems of the past, but also
plenty of new ones: Revolutions,
riots, rumours, tumult, turbu-
lence, tension, dangers in the air,
dangers on the ground, disease,
disappointment, even death.
Even so, they and all who trust
God, may know the peace of
heart which fills the breast when
commitment to Christ is com-
plete and constant.

Such people do not entertain
thoughts of giving up, of defeat,
of being beaten. They know that
victory has been promised.

Oh, the sweetness of His
strength and courage, the result
of abandonment to the Lord of
heaven and Earth, Controller of
history, Captain of His people,
certain Victor!

IN HIS SERVICE, IT IS ALWAYS
TOO SOON TO QUIT!

(LifeIndeed)

%WHM

“Dit is Hy (Christus) wat elke
belofte van God waar maak, en
omdat ons aan Hom behoort, kan
ons op elke belofte van God
‘amen’ sé om God te eer”
(2 Korintiérs 1:20 DLB).

DIE KRISSISE van die lewe
kan soos 'n storm oor 'n mens se
lewe trek en 'n streep van ver-
woesting agterlaat. Dinge wat
vroeér vastigheid en beskerming
gegee het, 1€ dan in stukke en 'n
mens is net bewus van die
pynlike verlies van iets wat nie
weer herstel kan word nie.

Dit kan die dood van 'n

dierbare wees, die ramp van 'n
egskeiding, die verlies van 'n
mens se werk, 'n ongeneeslike
siekte of ook die tragiese gevol-
ge van 'n mens se eie sonde.
So iets kan 'n mens losskeur van
alles wat jou vantevore sekuriteit
en betekenis in die lewe gegee
het. So 'n storm oor 'n mens se
lewe kan so verwoestend wees
dat jy begin wonder of jy ooit
weer op jou voete sal kom.

Maar tog het kinders van die
Here deur die eeue heen sulke
storms deurgemaak sonder om
bitter of verhard te word. Hoe het
hulle dit reggekry? Deur hulle
lewe weer in te stel op die
beloftes in die Woord van die
Here.

Twee prospekteerders is een

% STERRE

middag in 'n onbewoonde, berg-
agtige deel van die VSA deur 'n
verskriklike storm in 'n grot
vasgekeer.

Toe die storm verby was, kon
hulle weer uitkruip, maar toe was
alles anders. Bome was stuk-
kend geskeur en omgewaai en al
die tekens wat hulle aangebring
het om hulle pad aan te dui, was
weg.

Dit was nou onmoontlik om
hulle pad terug te kry. Maar toe
sé die een vir die ander: “Kom
ons wag tot dit donker word, dan
kan ons na die sterre kyk en ons
rigting kry. Die sterre verander
mos nie.”

Die Skrif sé 'n gelowige se
lewe “word veilig bewaar by
Christus en by God” (Kolos-
sense 3:3).

Onthou, Christus het jou lief;
Hy is in beheer en Hy is ook nhaby
jou. Sy beloftes verander nooit.
Al lyk dit vir jou of jou lewe deur-
mekaar is, moenie vaskyk teen
verhoudings wat verbreek kan
word of sekuriteit wat kan
verdwyn nie.

Kyk liewer na die sterre van
God se beloftes wat nooit hulle
waarde kan verloor nie, en begin
weer voor saam met Hom. So
lank die sterre skyn, kan die lewe
nooit hopeloos wees nie!
(Dennis J. de Haan)

Peace in the Stoum

The story is told by William Gilbert of how Dante, wandering one day
over the mountains of Lunigiana, eventually drew near to a lone,
secluded monastery. It was at a time when his mind was wrecked with
internal conflict and was seeking refuge from the strife.

So he loudly knocked on the monastery gate. It was opened by a monk,

who in a single glance at the sad, pale face read its pathetic message of

misery and sorrow.

“What do you seek here?” said he. With a gesture of despair, the poet

replied, “Peace.”

It was the same old craving followed by the same old search. But neither

the solitary places nor the anchorite’s cell ever brought true peace to the

afflicted heart.

Peace comes not from without, but from within. We can have it in the
winter of age or the spring of youth; in the lowly cottage or the stately
mansion, in distressing pain or in buoyant health.

The secret of peace is in comradeship with Christ. You can have peace in
the midst of the storm, IF YOU HAVE CHRIST! He is the Shelter from
the tempest, the soul’s Haven of rest. If we have learned to value His
friendship, we have mastered the secret of the “peace which passeth all

understanding”. -Selected
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JESUS IS
HIS NAME!

ost people are Rknown by one name only, or
perhaps two or three, but not so with our
Lord, Jesus Christ. He is the Last Adam, the

Son of Man, the Son of God, the only Begotten of the

Father, the King of Rings, the Saviour of our souls, the

Head of the Church, the Messiah of Israel, the Good

Shepherd, the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the

Last, the Beginning and the End...

To the artist, He is Altogether Lovely.

To the architect, He is the Chief Cornerstone.

To the baker, He is the Bread of Life.

To the biologist, He is Life.

To the builder, He is the Sure Foundation.

To the carpenter, He is the Door.

To the doctor, He is the Great Physician.

To the educator, He is the Great Teacher.

To the farmer, He is the Sower and the Lord of the

Harvest.

To the florist, He is the Rose of Sharon.

To the geologist, He is the Rock of Ages.

To the horticulturist, He is the True Vine.

To the Iearned in the law, He is the Advocate and the

Judge.

To the journalist, He is the Good News.

To the philanthropist, He is the UnspeaRable Gift.

To the philosopher, He is the Wisdom of God.

To the preacher, He is the Word of God.

To the servant, He is the Good Master.

To the statesman, He is the Desire of all Nations.

To the student, He is the Incarnate Truth.

To the theologian, He is the Author and Finisher of our

faith.

To the labourer, He is the Giver.

To the sinner, He is the Lamb of God that taketh away

the sin of the world.

To the Christian, He is the Son of the living God, the

Saviour, the Redeemer!

[From: Dunamis, Jan/Feb 2006]
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Pofmieie Sl B0

Jy sé: "Ditis onmoontlik!"

God sé: '""Wat vir die mense onmoontlik is, is vir God
moontlik."

(Lukas 18:27)

Jy sé: "Ekis baie moeg."

God sé: ""Kom na My toe, almal wat uitgeput en oorlaai
is, en Ek sal julle rus gee."

(Matteus 11:28)

Jy sé: ""Niemand het my regtig lief nie."

God sé: "Ek het jou nog altyd liefgehad..."

(Jeremia 31:3b)

Jy sé: "Ek weet nie wat om te doen nie."

God sé: "Hier is die pad, loop hierlangs."

(Jesaja 30:21b)

Jy sé: "Ek kan dit nie doen nie."

God sé: "(Jy) is tot alles in staat deur Hom wat (jou)
krag gee."

(Filippense 4:13)

Jy sé: "Hoekom gebeur dit nou juis?"

God sé: "(EK) (laat) alles ten goede meewerk vir dié
wat (My) liethet."

(Romeine 8:28)

Jy sé: "Ek kan myself nie vergewe nie."

God sé: "(EK) vergewe (jou) (jou) sondes en reinig (jou)
van alle ongeregtigheid."

(1Joh. 1:9b)

Jysé: "Ekisbang!"

God sé: "Moenie bang wees nie, ..
genade aan jou."

(Lukas 1:30)

Jy sé: "Ekis baie bekommerd."

God sé: "Werp al (jou) bekommernisse op (My), want
(EK) sorg vir (jou)."

(1 Petrus 5:7)

Jysé: "Ek voel baie eensaam."

God sé: "EKk sal jou nooit verlaat nie, jou nooit in die
steek laat nie."

(Heb. 13:5b)

-want (EK) bewys
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